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4.  With, whom may this Vikrama be compared, who gave to a beggar the two
rings, constantly yielding a load of gold, which he received from the sun ?
Therefore, O king, if such magnanimity is found in you, then mount upon this
throne.

Here ends the eighteenth story in the Thirty-two Tales of the Throne

19. Story of the Nineteenth Statuette
Vikrama visits Bali, king of the nether world
SOUTHERN RECENSION OF 19
When the king was again ascending the throne, another statue
said: " O king, if you have the magnanimity and other virtues of
Vikrama, then mount upon this throne." The king said: " O statue,
tell me a tale of his magnanimity/' And she said: " Hear, O king.
While Vikrama was ruling the earth the hearts of all people were
filled with joy. The brahmans were devoted to the six rites [see SR
24.047], women were faithful to their husbands, men lived a hun-
dred years; trees were ever fruitful; the rain-god rained whenever de-
sired; the earth always yielded full crops; mankind manifested fear
of evil, hospitality, compassion to living creatures, reverence for those
to whom reverence was due, and generosity to worthy persons. Such
was the behavior of the king's subjects. One day the king was mounted
upon his throne, when there came into his assembly various vassal
princes. Some of them caused panegyric verses to be read by their
bards; some themselves arrogantly boasted of their own strength of
arm; some, bearded youths skilled in the use of all the twenty-six
offensive weapons, jested with one another; some were given to the
defense of suppliants who applied to them; some were concerned with
the affairs of the next world; some with laying up stores of righteous-
ness. Of such sorts were the princes who attended the king.
At this time a certain hunter came in, and bowing to the king said:
" Sire, a certain boar, as great as Mount Anjana, has come into the
forest; come and see him, sire!" Hearing his words the king with
those same princes went into the forest, and saw the boar just as he
disappeared into a thicket on the bank of a stream. And hearing
the noise of the men the boar came out of the thicket. And immedi-
ately all the princes, vying with one another in exhibiting their skill
of hand, discharged the twenty-six sorts of weapons upon him. But
the boar, not heeding those weapons, and eluding all the princes,